










Outstanding Research Proposal for
Research in Family Policy
(Presented yearly)
Purpose
The award is presented in memory of Harold Feldman and 
Margaret Feldman, NCFR members and pioneers in the field 
of family policy. The award recognizes a graduate student/new 
professional who has demonstrated excellence in research and 
potential contribution to family policy studies, particularly in the 
areas of gender/women’s issues or poverty. 

Award (plaque, money, recognition, etc.)
The award winner will receive a $500 cash award and a plaque. 
The award recipient will be expected to present a brief report on 
the project and related findings at the following NCFR Annual 
Conference.  This award will be given annually.

Criteria
• Students/New Professionals who plan on conducting research 
on Family Policy issues or that has Family Policy implications.
• Current member of NCFR and the Family Policy Section
• Individuals who meet NCFR’s definition of Student/New 
professional
• Student: Enrolled full-time in an institution of higher learning.
• New Professional: Not more than five years beyond most 
recent degree.

Nomination/Application Process
• An abstract of 100 words or less describing the proposed 
research project
• A five-page (maximum) proposal outlining the project’s theo-
retical foundation, research methods, and potential contribution 
to the field of family policy
• Half-page budget
• Current resume or vita
• Full contact information (name, affiliation, phone number, 
postal address, and email address)
• Two references
• One reference should be for a thesis or dissertation advisor, 
department or division chair, or faculty advisor.
• One reference should be for a faculty member in the applicant’s 
major academic field.
• Both references should be able to emphasize the applicant’s 
interest and background in family policy, as well as his or her 
potential for a successful career.
• Application deadline is October .

Feminism and Family Studies Section
Jessie Bernard Outstanding
Research Proposal from a Feminist 
Perspective (S/NP)
(Presented yearly)
Purpose
This award is presented in memory of Jessie 
Bernard, former NCFR Board Member and pioneer in the field 
of Feminist Family Studies. This award recognizes a graduate 
student/new professional who has demonstrated excellence in 
research and potential contribution to feminist scholarship.

Award (plaque, money, recognition, etc.)
The award winner will receive a $750 cash award, up to $350 
in travel allowance and a plaque. A summary of the recipient’s 
research results will be published in the Feminism and Family 
Studies Section Newsletter, and the recipient will be asked to 
present a report of their project and findings at the NCFR Annual 
Conference.

Criteria
• Graduate student or new professional (with up to five years 
post-doctoral work)
• Proposals will be reviewed for their potential contribution 
to feminist scholarship about families and the use of feminist 
frameworks and methods.

Nomination/Application Process
• Authors should identify themselves only in a cover letter so 
that all entries can be reviewed anonymously – all identify-
ing references should be removed from the paper or proposal 
submissions.
• An abstract of 100 words or fewer
• A five-page double-spaced (maximum) proposal in 12-point 
font, outlining the project’s purpose, theoretical foundation, 
research methods, and potential contribution to feminist scholar-
ship.
• A reference list
• A half-page budget
• Only one submission per category will be accepted from any 
applicant.

Jessie Bernard Contribution to Feminist 
Scholarship Paper Award (S/NP)
(Presented yearly)
Purpose
This award is presented in memory of Jessie Ber-
nard, former NCFR Board Member and pioneer in 
the field of Feminist Family Studies. This award 
recognizes a graduate student/new professional 
who has published or is about to publish a paper using feminist 
frameworks and methodologies in research.

Award (plaque, money, recognition, etc.)
The award winner will receive a gift of complimentary books, a 
$250 cash award, up to $350 in travel allowance and a plaque. A 
summary of the recipient’s research results will be published in 
the Feminism and Family Studies Section Newsletter.

Criteria
• Graduate student or new professional (with up to five years 
post-doctoral work)
• Papers should contribute to feminist scholarship about families 
and the use of feminist frameworks and methods.

Nomination/Application Process
• Authors should identify themselves only in a cover letter so 
that all entries can be reviewed anonymously – all identify-
ing references should be removed from the paper or proposal 
submissions.
• An abstract of not more than 150 words
• Applicants should be the sole author or first author of the 
paper, both published an unpublished papers will be considered, 
although the paper should be at near-submission status.

S/NP

S/NP



Research and Theory Section Award
Ernest W. Burgess Award
(Presented in even years)
Purpose
The award is given in memory of Ernest W. Burgess, 
University of Chicago, NCFR co-founder and fourth president.  
Dr. Burgess was a pioneer in his contributions to marriage and 
family research in America. The award recognizes outstanding 
scholarly achievement during the course of a career in the study 
of families. The recipient is chosen in recognition of continuous 
and meritorious contributions to theory and research in the fam-
ily field.

Award (plaque, money, recognition, etc.)
The award winner receives a $1,000 cash award, up to $750 in 
travel allowance, and a plaque. Award is presented biannually 
(even years). The winner will present the Ernest Burgess Lectur-
ing during the annual conference (even years) and will commit 
first publication rights to the Journal of Marriage and Family. 

Criteria
• A superior research program designed and executed, as demon-
strated by quality research
• Conceptual integration and achievement
• Codification of the field of inquiry
• New research dimensions(s) opened up
• New measurement instrument developed
• New data collection or analysis technique developed

Nomination/Application Process
• Nominations are sent from the members. In the event there 
are no nominations from the members, the committee chair will 
compile biographies from the pool of candidates from previous 
years, and send these materials to the other committee members. 
• Committee members suggest additional names and include a 
one paragraph resume of biographical facts and major works of 
each suggested candidate. 
• Candidates return vita to committee chair.

Reuben Hill Award
(Presented yearly)
Purpose
The award is presented to the author(s) of the best 
research article for the year prior to the award. The award is 
given in recognition of the outstanding article, book, or mono-
graph that combines theory and methodology in the analysis and 
interpretation of a significant family issue.

Award (plaque, money, recognition, etc.)
A plaque is given to each author of the award-winning article, 
and a cash award of $1,000 and $750 travel allowance are 
divided equally among all the authors. The award is presented 
yearly.

Criteria
The award is for an article that made a substantial and significant 
contribution to family research and theory. 

Nomination/Application Process
There is no nomination process for this award.  A committee 
conducts an evaluation of the top scholarly journals in the family 
field. NCFR will be notified of the Reuben Hill Award winners 
by July 31.



Instructions
1. Complete one form for each person/organization you wish to nominate (please print).
2. Enclose or attach all documentation including letters of  recommendation, nominee vitas, and other supporting materials 
with this application form.
3. Send to NCFR Awards, 3989 Central Ave. NE, #550, Minneapolis, MN 55421. Deadline is May 1 of  the year in which 
the award is presented. Duplicate this form if  you wish to nominate more than one person. You may submit  the application 
and supporting materials by USPS mail or by email to jeannestrand@ncfr.org

Contact NCFR with questions
Telephone 763-781-9331, toll-free: 888-781-9331
Fax: 763-781-9348
e-mail: jeannestrand@ncfr.org
www.ncfr.org 

Check the award for which you are nominating a candidate:
NCFR Sponsored Awards
q Cindy Winter Scholarship Award (odd years)
q Czaplewski Fellowship Award (yearly)
q Felix Berardo Award (yearly)
q NCFR Student Award (yearly)
q Ruth Hathaway Jewson Award (even years)

Affiliate Councils Sponsored Awards
q Affiliate Councils Award for Meritorious
        Service (yearly)
q Outstanding Student Paper Awards:
        Graduate/Undergraduate (yearly)

NCFR Section Sponsored Awards
Education and Enrichment Section
q Margaret E. Arcus Outstanding
        Family Life Educator Award (even years)
q Ernest G. Osborne Award (odd years)

Additional Student/New Professional Awards
Awards also are given out by individual sections to
Students/New Professionals. See www.ncfr.org/member/sections.asp for information.

Name of  Nominee __________________________________________________________________________________

Employer _________________________________________________________________________________________
		       (If  student, indicate program and institution.)

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (____) ___________________________   E-mail ____________________________________________________

Your name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Your phone _____________________________   E-mail ____________________________________________________

Awards Nomination Form
National Council on Family Relations

Ethnic Minorities Section
q John L. McAdoo Dissertation Award (even years)
q Marie E. Peters Award (odd years)

Family Policy Section
q Feldman Internship Award (yearly)
q Feldman Travel Award (yearly)
q Outstanding Research Proposal for Research
        in Family Policy (yearly)

Feminism and Family Studies Section
q Jessie Bernard Outstanding Research Proposal
        from a Feminist Perspective (yearly)
q Jessie Bernard Contribution to Feminist Scholarship
        Paper Award (yearly)

Research and Theory Section
q Ernest W. Burgess Award (even years)
q Reuben Hill Award (yearly)


