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“In small places, close to home – so close and so small that they cannot be 
seen on any maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the individual person; 
the neighborhood he lives in; the school or college he attends; the factory, 
farm, or office where he works. Such are the places where every man, 
woman, and child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without 
discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they have little  
meaning anywhere. Without concerned citizen action to uphold them close to 
home, we shall look in vain for progress in the larger world.”   
  –    Eleanor Roosevelt 

 
August 2008 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
   

We are a few weeks away from the 61st Annual NGO/DPI Conference, 
“Reaffirming Human Rights for All: The Universal Declaration at 60.” 

The Conference will be held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France 
from 3-5 September 2008. The Conference aims to discuss ways and means 
to contribute to enhanced awareness of the meaning of human rights today as 
set forth in the Universal Declaration 60 years ago in Paris, the city where it 
was signed.  

Help us to raise awareness of your work on this issue. Contact your local, 
daily or weekly newspapers, call-in radio or TV shows and your NGO  
publications to make them aware of your involvement in the 61st Conference. 

You have a powerful voice: let it be heard. Be an activist: 
1)   See the attached wallet card with talking points about human rights  
 
2)   Invite your audience to read the Universal Declaration of  

Human Rights in their native language at: www.unhchr.ch/udhr/ 
 
3)   For more information on the 61st Conference, direct your audience to 

the Conference website: www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/conference/ 
 
4)   For press releases which you can adapt to suit your organization go 

to the Conference website address above and click on “Media Room” 
then click on “Press Releases.” 

 
Let us know what you are doing. Please share your involvement with us, so 
that we may share it with the United Nations. Send your information to the  
Co-chairs below, as the above address does not accept return e-mail. 
 
Thank you for your support of the 61st Conference, “Reaffirming Human Rights 
for All: The Universal Declaration at 60.” 
 
 
For further information,  
Contact 61st DPI/NGO Conference Media Committee Co-Chairs: 
Sherrill Kazan                                                    Anne Riccitelli 
kazanun@yahoo.com                                      aric@nyc.rr.com 
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