
We are NCFR . . . and now you are, too!
...the premier professional association for the multidisciplinary understanding of families. NCFR attracts 
professionals from all areas of research, teaching, practice, policy analysis, and human services. Our
members’ interests—as diverse at their careers and backgrounds—are focused on topics and efforts that 
yield a common benefit:  understanding and strengthening families.

Journals
NCFR publishes three scholarly journals that feature the best in research and theory in peer-reviewed ar-
ticles. Journal subscriptions are included (print and/or online) for student, new professional, professional-1 
and -2, and benefactor members. (Emeritus and professional-no journal memberships do not include journal 
subscriptions.)

Journal of Marriage and Family . . . JMF, for more than 75 years the premier journal in the area of marriage 
and family. Editor: R. Kelly Raley. Published February, April, June, August, and October.

Family Relations: Interdisciplinary Journal of Applied Family Studies . . . FR provides an applied focus for 
practitioners, educators, and policy professionals. Editor: Jason Hans. Published February, April, July, Octo-
ber, and December.

Journal of Family Theory & Review . . . New in 2009, JFTR provides a new option for exploring family and 
relationship theory; complimentary distribution to all journal-subscribing members.
Editor: Libby Blume. Published March, June, September, and December.

Access to archived journals
If your membership includes a journal subscription, you have access (online) to all volumes.
• Visit www.ncfr.org/publications for links to journals. Click on your journal and then on the “Access this 
Journal” link.
• To receive notices when journal issues are posted online, register with the publisher, Wiley-Blackwell,  at 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/user-registration

The NCFR website . . . a powerful resource for you
The revised NCFR website is filled with members-only features.  Through the Professional Resources 
Library, you will be able to search a storehouse of resources by key word, providing you with instant
access to articles, videos, conference materials, blog entries, news items, and 
more. You also can contribute materials, comment on blogs, recommend items you 
viewed, search for other members, and more.  Visit www.ncfr.org.

Annual Conference...professional development++
Stimulating and enlightening...that describes the NCFR annual conference. You’ll find major presenta-
tions by leading researchers, break-out sessions of all kinds, “how-to” and “what works” workshops, and 
informal networking. See www.ncfr.org/conference.

Stay informed . . . our publications and e-communications
• NCFR Report, the member magazine, is published quarterly and features a
“Family Focus” section with contributed articles on key family topics.
• Network is the newsletter for CLFEs that includes book reviews, best practices, 
and news from CFLEs around the world.
• The “Zippy News” e-newsletter provides weekly updates and announcements on 
family matters; see the link on the home page to subscribe,
www.ncfr.org/zippynews.
• “NCFR News,” the members-only e-message gives you updates and details on 
opportunities.

National Council on Family Relations
Member materials

Member benefits and services
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Local connections...you may have a state, regional,
or student affiliate in your area
Ten state or regional affiliate councils give NCFR a local flavor. 
Stay in touch with members in your area through conferences, 
events, and communications. Twenty-plus student affiliates offer a 
great option for students to connect academic experience to real-
world opportunities. The Affiliate Councils Board provides network-
ing options and conference program events to share information 
with other local affiliate members. Go to www.ncfr.org/affiliates.

Our CFLE credential (optional) . . . the standard for family life educators
Certification is provided to family life educators through the Certified Family Life Educator
credential. Certification is granted either by examination or graduation from an
approved-program institution plus work experience. (CFLE fees are in addition to NCFR mem-
bership dues.) Visit www.ncfr.org/cfle-certification.

Discounts
Members get discounts on Annual Conference
registration, books and resources, and CFLE fees.

Voting and leadership positions
NCFR members elect the Board of Directors and several committee members as well 
as Section officers. You may choose to run for any of these positions (certain
eligibility requirements may apply).  NCFR officers universally say that their efforts 
made a difference and the experience was rewarding. And it’s a nice addition to your 
vita or resumé. Visit Elections (www.ncfr.org/elections)

Awards
NCFR, the Affiliate Councils, and the sections have established several awards that are given 
out annually or biannually. The awards recognize scholarship, research, service to the
organization, and service to the profession.  Many include a stipend and recognition at the
Annual Conference and in the NCFR Report magazine. You are encouraged to apply for 
awards. See www.ncfr.org/awards.

Student Honors Recognition Program
NCFR created the Student Honors Recognition Program to acknowledge the accomplishments and academic success of 
graduates in family-related degree programs. By recognizing exceptional scholarship, leadership, and service in graduat-
ing undergraduate and graduate students, NCFR wishes to honor worthy recipients for their excellence and encourage and 
empower them to continue to excel in and make contributions to the field of Family Science. See the NCFR website pages 
about Affiliate Councils, www.ncfr.org/honors.

The NCFR Store
The NCFR Store offers resources for classroom use by college teachers in Family Science; materials related to the CFLE 
Framework and ethical practice for Family Life Educators; the careers in family science booklet...and more.

Share info, get into...a listserv that focuses on your interests
NCFR includes 10 “Sections,” member groups you can join that focus in
specific areas. Each section has a listserv to share information, request
resources, learn about professional opportunities, and discuss issues.

See next page for Section descriptions
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Shared interests...NCFR sections and focus groups make it happen
There are 10 Sections within NCFR, each with a particular area of emphasis. Section members communicate through listservs and 
web page announcements. Presentations at the NCFR Annual Conference are determined by section submission, review, and sponsor-
ship. Be a part of as many sections as you like. You probably selected sections when you joined but you can always add or change 
sections easily at https://my.ncfr.org. Links to sections are at www.ncfr.org/sections. Also see the Focus Groups listed below.

Advancing Family Science
The section expands, strengthens, and enhances family science as an academic discipline.

Education and Enrichment
Members share information on effective family life education, teaching materials and methods, and marriage enrichment 
interests.

Ethnic Minorities
Unites members concerned with issues pertaining to ethnic minority families. This section also sponsors the Marie Peters 
Award for outstanding research work in relation to ethnic minority families and the John and Harriette McAdoo Award Dis-
sertation Award.

Families and Health
Health is viewed holistically, as more than physiological diseases and/or stress. Health also encompasses various wellness 
states and is inclusive of health promotion and prevention activities at the individual, family and systemic level. Examples of 
individual factors that influence family health might include genetic, biochemical/physical, and psychological/developmen-
tal predispositions/alternations and behaviors. Systemic factors might include unhealthy environments (pollution, violence/
crime, historically being a part of a disenfranchised group, media); institutions (educational system, criminal justice system);
economics; and/or governmental policies.

Family Policy
The section devotes itself to promoting effective social action for individuals and families by monitoring pressing policy is-
sues, evaluating the potential impacts of new policies, working for effective change, and creating strategies to educate
and raise awareness resulting in improved quality of life for individuals, families and society.

Family Therapy
Unites members concerned with family therapy. Information is shared on family therapy theories, training, research and 
practice, and promoting the effective, efficient, and ethical practice of family therapy.

Feminism and Family Studies
Members work to integrate feminist scholarship and perspectives into theory, research, and applied work with families. Two 
awards in honor of Jessie Bernard are presented annually to students and new professional NCFR members.

International
Members generate better understanding of unique variations of family process throughout the world by promoting cross-
national family research, facilitating communication among international family scholars, sharing information on current and 
proposed research projects, and sponsoring educational cross-national family programs, presentations, and seminars.

Religion, Spirituality, and Family
The section furthers the cause and study of religion and its relationship to the family. The study and examination of the 
impact of religion on family life is examined as well as the relationship of religion to other family-related disciplines and 
NCFR Sections.

Research and Theory
The section facilitates research and theory activities in all content areas related to marriage and the family. Two awards are 
sponsored: Ernest Burgess Award recognizing a distinguished career in family research and theory, and the Reuben Hill 
Award for the outstanding research article in a family journal.

Focus Groups
Focus groups are formed around specific topics; you can join a focus group listserv at any time; no formal sign-up required.

Academic Administration/Leadership
Adoption
Aging, Issus in
Asian American Families
Co-Parenting and Divorce Education
Directors of Graduate Studies

See next page for NCFR staff

Eastern European Families
Families and Technology
Family Economics
GLBTSA
Grief and Families
Latino(a) Research

Men in Families
Military Families and Children
Parent Education
Qualitative Family Research Network
Sexuality
Work and Family

www.ncfr.org/sections


NCFR Staff
Diane L. Cushman
Executive Director/Wiley-Blackwell Publishing Liaison
Direct line: 763-231-2891
Email: dianecushman@ncfr.org 

Brenda Boogren
Office Services Clerk
Direct line: 763-231-2890
Email: brendaboogren@ncfr.org

Maureen Bourgeois
Administrative Assistant
Direct line: 763-781-9331
Email: maureenbourgeois@ncfr.org

Dawn Cassidy, M.Ed., CFLE 
Director of Education
Direct line: 763-231-2882
Email: dawncassidy@ncfr.org 

Charles Cheesebrough
Director of Membership and Marketing
Direct line: 763-231-2885
Email: charlescheesebrough@ncfr.org

Susan Baker
Accounting Assistant
Direct Line: 763-231-2884
Email: susanbaker@ncfr.org

Jennifer Crosswhite, Ph.D., CFLE
Director of Public Affairs
Direct Line: 763-231-2887
Email: jennifercrosswhite@ncfr.org 

Director of Finance
To be named Summer 2016
Direct line: 763-231-2886 
Email: taheramamdani@ncfr.org 

Jason A. Samuels
Director of Innovation and Technology
Direct line: 763-231-2888
Email: jasonsamuels@ncfr.org 

Judy Schutz
Conference and Meeting Planner
Direct line: 763-231-2893
Email: judyschutz@ncfr.org 

Jeanne A. Strand
Director of Governance and Operations/
Board and Section Liaison
Direct line: 763-231-2881
Email: jeannestrand@ncfr.org

    NCFR
1201 West River Parkway

        Suite 200 
 Minneapolis, MN 55454

888-781-9331
info@ncfr.org
www.ncfr.org

Allison Wickler
Online Community/Web Content Manager
Direct line:  763-231-2892
Email: allisonwickler@ncfr.org

Adjunct Staff
Cindy Winter, CMP
Conference Consultant
Cell Phone: 612-759-8580
Email: cindywinter@ncfr.org

Deborah Gentry, Ed.D., CFLE
Academic Program Liaison
Email: debgentry@ncfr.org

(March 2016)


