
Between Scylla and 
Charybdis:
HOW DOES RACE AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION AFFECT THE FAMILY PLANNING 
PROCESS OF INTERRACIAL QUEER WOMEN-IDENTIFIED COUPLES?



Scylla and Charybdis



 Sam Clarke Photo Series, 2016 – Faces of Brooklyn’s Queer Party Scene





Alternative epistemologies

 Smith (2006) identifies the white 
patriarchical middle class family as, 
“no mere metaphor but a crucial 
technology by which modern power is 
produced and exercised.”

 Lorde (1982), “If I didn’t define myself 
for myself I would be crunched into 
other people’s fantasies for me and 
be eaten alive.”



Literature Review

Institutionalized 
Racism and 

Family:

Hetero-
interracial 
Couples:

Lesbian-led 
Households:



Methodology and Participants 



Familial 
Assemblages

Characteristics of coalitional families
 Characterized by multiplicity, 

“ineradicable difference” (Park, 2013)

 Epistemology…coalitional families do not 
seek to eradicate difference through 
tactics of colonization, nor do they merely 
tolerate difference...sites wherein 
questioning,discussion, critique, and 
struggle take place (Park, 2013)

Family as a site of coalition





Elements of Assemblage

Excerpts
 Individual

 Couple(‘)s ACT

 Family of Origin

 Social Community and Struggle

 Sociopolitical Institutions



Individual
Themes

Importance of 
culturally/racially affirmative 
family make-up for POC

Quote from POC
 Having a baby that 

“somehow represented 
part of the world that 
I’ve grown up in”

 imagining a white baby, 
“I don’t think that I 
would feel as close. I 
wouldn’t feel that that 
baby represented me in 
some way.

 Choice to carry baby, 
“ensuring…that my race 
and ethnicity will be 
reflected in my child or 
one of my children.”



Individual 
Ineradicable 
Difference

Quotes from white 
individuals

 “white privilege of 
not always thinking 
about the ways in 
which…a child of 
color will move 
through the 
world…I never 
thought of that as a 
child.”

 “I hadn’t thought of 
that [her own race] 
before.”

Themes

71%, described their own 
heightened awareness of the 
dynamics of race and racism 
acknowledging this increased 
consciousness as new and 
different. 

29%, when asked about their 
partner's and their own race 
focused almost exclusively on 
their partner's race. 



Themes

Getting stuck

Comparison

Intentionality

Prohibitive Factors

Quotes
 “thought consuming”, 

“hyperintentionality”, 
“ways of avoiding”

 “I wish…we could kinda
have this sexy time and 
suddenly surprise we’re 
pregnant”

 “She can’t accidentally 
get pregnant, you know 
as much as I try…we 
have to be very 
deliberate which I think 
is wonderful because 
it’s a choice…you want 
to walk in the world 
making choices every 
moment…we’re gonna
chose this.

Couple(’)s ACT



Family of Origin
Themes

Familial injunctions or the 
narratives of coming outs

Setting Boundaries

Anxieties about which cultures 
and transmissions

Quotes
 “we started talking 

about the idea of 
having a family, my 
family was like and how 
are you going to do 
that?”

 “I’m fine with cutting 
off those people. 
Yeah…It’s painful 
though still that’s what I 
would definitely do.”

 “I just think that it takes 
more than one person 
to make that happen. 
And I can play salsa all 
day and night and I 
can dance…and 
cook…I an speak in 
Spanish…but it’s 
beyond me it’s who’s 
around you.”



Quotes
 “She was a white 

woman…with a 
partner who’s an 
African-American 
man, her son is 
very dark-skinned. 
He came home 
one day and said, 
um, and he’s four, 
he’s in pre-school, 
and he said, um, 
my skin is bad 
Mommy help me 
take, how can I 
take my skin off.”

 “I think as a white 
person those 
things [social 
position re: race] 
don’t occur to me 
until I hear them.”

Social 
Community and
Struggle
Themes

Face to face

Whiteness

Encountering Racism



Quotes
 “to go to an infertility 

session…half the room were 
queer couples and we 
thought, ‘I’m not infertile. I 
don’t know why I have to be 
here just because my 
partner’s a woman’…the 
implications of that and the 
inconsideration for that was 
really just humiliating.”

 “There’s a lot of white sperm 
for sale…the racism in the 
whole…is heavy.”

 “You can go to Oklahoma 
you drive through…they’re 
not gonna recognize gay 
adoption…It’s crazy…so you 
drive around it…through 
Texas or something. You 
know, I mean, it’s terrible.”

Institutions
Themes

The Medical Establishment

Dearth of Donors of Color

Separate and Not Equal



Familial Assemblage

“…society obviously puts so much shame on children 
about everything, but certainly about having gay 
parents…having mixed race parents so I’m wanting to 
protect that child from all those different biases in the 
world…at the end of the day, well my response to that is 
like, they’ll have that experience and battle it.”
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