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Misconceptions & Disclosure

• Human sexuality courses include topics of a personal nature
• Students have preconceived notions about course topics
• Students also hold misconceptions about course material (Flowers-Coulson, 

Kushner, & Bankowski, 2000).

• Disclosure of an instructor’s sexual orientation could help address 
these misconceptions

• Disclosure comes with risks (Foster & Perry, 2009), but could be beneficial for 
both students and instructors (Adams & Emery, 1994; Allen, 2011)



Purpose

• To explore methods of addressing misconceptions in human sexuality 
classrooms, including disclosure of sexual orientation

• To assist instructors in making decisions addressing misconceptions 
using disclosure or other methods



Pedagogical Approaches

• Culturally responsive pedagogy
• Requires instructors to be aware of students’ backgrounds and appreciate 

diversity, while exploring their own background and biases (Jackson, 1993; Villegas & 
Lucas, 2002; Richards, Brown, & Forde, 2007). 

• Experiential Learning Theory
• Learning is grounded in experiences, and that there are two modes of 

grasping experience and of transforming experience: apprehension and 
comprehension (Kolb, 1984; Kolb & Kolb, 2009).

• Queer Pedagogy
• Disrupts educational structures that privilege some identities over others 

(Britzman, 1998)



Questions

• How do you believe your students perceive you?
• How do you personally want to respond to the student?
• What is your connection to the stereotype or misconception in 

question?
• What social, cultural, or societal factors could be influencing the way 

the student thinks about this topic?
• What is your philosophy of learning and teaching?



Questions

• How does your pedagogical approach inform how you might 
respond?

• What is the classroom environment like?
• What is the diversity climate of your institution?
• What is the climate of the city or town in which your institution is 

embedded?



Discussion

• Misconceptions can be addressed in a variety of ways 
• Instructors can create an environment in which misconceptions can 

be addressed by:
• Getting to know students (Jackson, 1993)

• Creating a safe classroom environment (Kisfalvi & Oliver, 2015) 

• Building a trusting relationship with students (Brockenbrough, 2014)



Discussion

• Inform students that they will be asked to think critically and prepare 
them to do so

• Instructors can avoid reinforcing misconceptions by:
• Using relatable examples (Villegas & Lucas, 2002)

• Creating activities to illustrate course concepts (Kolb & Kolb, 2009)

• Choose course materials carefully (Villegas & Lucas, 2002; Jackson,1993)

• Critique heteronormative or problematic statements found in course 
materials (Britzman, 1998)



Questions?
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