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Abstract Method Results Findings and conclusions 

Fathers have unique influences on child 
development. This study solidly addressed 
major gaps in father involvement research by 
examining ecological factors influencing 
paternal involvement reports of immigrant 
fathers’ and mothers’ (of school-aged children) 
such as, marital relationship, parenting self-
efficacy, and parenting gender role beliefs, 
using the Actor-Partner Interdependence 
Model (APIM). 

Multiple factors played a role in determining 

immigrant fathers’ involvement with school-

aged children. 

 Both fathers’ and mothers’ high marital 

adjustment determined higher involvement of 

fathers (actor and partner effects). 

 Fathers’ involvement was reported high by 

both fathers (actor effect) and mothers 

(partner effect) when fathers perceived 

themselves as efficient in parenting. 

Having egalitarian and non-traditional gender 

role beliefs in relation to parenting also 

determined higher fathers’ involvement. 

 APIM successfully advanced our understanding 

of the interdependent nature of immigrant 

fathers’ involvement. 

 

Sample:  

• 127 Asian-Indian immigrant couples 

• Parents of 6-10 year olds (M = 8 years) 

 

Analysis:  

Dyadic data analysis using Actor-Partner 
Interdependence Model 

 

Measures: 

Independent variables: 

• Marital adjustment: reports on Revised-
Dyadic Adjustment Scale coded between 0 - 
69 

• Perceptions of parenting self-efficacy: reports 
on Parenting Sense of Competence ,self-
efficacy subscale coded as strongly agree = 1, 
agree = 2,  slightly agree = 3,  slightly disagree 
= 4, disagree = 5, and strongly disagree = 6. 

• Beliefs about parenting role: reports on 
Beliefs Concerning Parenting Role scale coded 
as agree strongly = 1, agree mildly = 2, neither 
agree or disagree = 3, disagree mildly = 4, and 
strongly disagree = 5. 

 

Dependent variable: 

• Father involvement: reports on Inventory of 
Father Involvement coded as never = 1, rarely 
= 2, sometimes = 3, frequently = 4, and every 
time = 5. 
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 Third largest group of immigrants in the U.S. 

(approximately 1.90 million, U.S. Census 

Bureau, 2010) 

 Asian immigrants are often studied as one 

group (with majority participants from the 

Chinese and Korean origin) 

Difficulties with immigrant father 

involvement studies- 

o Single source or only one parent 

reports, mostly mothers 

o Secondary data sets and qualitative 

studies 

o Fathers of infants or adolescents 

 

 APIM is a type of dyadic data analysis and a 

sophisticated statistical technique to 

understand how individuals in relationships 
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