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Focus Group  Adoption              
 
Chair/Co-Chairs    Drs. Rachel Farr & Cheryl Fortner-Wood 
 
I. MAJOR ACTIVITIES/ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
The major activities of the Adoption Focus Group (AFG) this year included our focus group meeting at the 
2016 NCFR Conference (see 2017 Work Plan for more detail) and the 2016 NCFR symposium Emerging 
Trends in Adoption: Openness and Birth Family Contact, which was live streamed. A discussion among focus 
group members after the Q&A portion of that symposium resulted in an accepted proposal for TCRM 
2017, an example of the kinds of multi-institutional collaborations that are included in our annual Focus 
Group Goals/Projects/Aspirations.  
 
In our 2017 Work Plan (submitted 12/1/16), we specified the following 4 goals. Here are our results. 

2017 Focus Group 
Goals/Projects/Aspirations 

2017 Outcomes/Results 

1.We will continue to 
collaborate to create at least 
one (or perhaps two) 
symposium sessions at the 
2017 NCFR conference  
 

1 successful TCRM proposal: Advancing Adoption Theory, Research, and 
Practice (mentioned above) 
The 2017 program also includes:  
• 1 Foster Care and Adoption Poster Session including 4 posters  
• 2 other adoption related posters  

2. We wish to keep 
adoption-related issues on 
the forefront for NCFR and 
its members  
 

In addition to the scholarly discussions regarding adoption and foster 
care that our/NCFR members led at the 2016 meeting and proposed for 
the 2017 meeting, our AFG takes advantage of opportunities to 
introduce adoption-related issues to newer members of NCFR. For 
example, one of our AFG Chairs served as a focus group representative 
at the 2016 NCFR Newcomers’ Reception. Here, an AFG Chair shared 
examples of adoption-related discussions among our members, as an 
example of focus group activities, to the many folks who stopped by the 
focus groups table.  

3. We will continue to 
increase membership in 
this Focus Group, 
maintaining active 
participants and engaging 
new ones  

• Our group has offered to have one of our Chairs represent at the 
Newcomers’ Reception again this year and the reception precedes 
the AFG meeting. 

• Each year, we work to get folks who expressed interest added to the 
AFG listserv.  

• Finally, we look forward to the opportunities the 2017 conference 
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offers to recruit new members and to catch up with returning 
members at the AFG meeting and in adoption and foster care 
presentations.  

4. We will work with NCFR 
to maintain current 
adoption-related events and 
issues on the Focus Group 
website, listserv, etc. 

In 2017, we continued to use the listserv to encourage scholarly/research 
and conference collaborations and share adoption-related news and 
events (like the Adoption Summer Research Institute and IARC). 
Generally speaking, our group’s communication is intermittent and 
dependent upon the needs and desires of all members who have 
attended prior focus group meetings and those who are members of the 
listserv.  

 
  
II. WHAT HAS THE FOCUS GROUP DONE DURING THE PAST YEAR TO FURTHER 

NCFR’S INCLUSION AND DIVERSITY INITIATIVES? 
 
As the adoption-related presentations and interests of focus group members indicate, this focus group is 
working to further understanding regarding the experience of adoption and foster care for families of 
diverse backgrounds. Examples include, but are not limited to, applying symbolic interactionism to adoption 
experiences, research on international and transracial adoption, and adoption in families with lesbian, gay, 
and heterosexual parents.  
 
III. CONCERNS/QUESTIONS/SUGGESTIONS 
 
Question: Does the NCFR leadership have recommendations for ways focus groups can further NCFR’s 
inclusion and diversity initiatives? 
 
Concern: AFG members have again raised the concern about having to choose between concurrent 
sessions of relevance to their areas of interest. We are grateful that our request of avoiding simultaneous 
scheduling of the Feminism Section Meeting and the AFG meeting appears to be have been granted. 
Unfortunately, we are concerned about the overlap this year with the Ethnic Minorities Oral History and 
Family Therapy sections as well as the Qualitative Family Research Network FG. That said, we recognize 
that NCFR provides a robust variety of networking opportunities throughout the conference on many 
topics of interest to family scientists and practitioners.  
 
Reporting Date:  October 13, 2017 (Prior to the Annual Conference) 
 
Send to: Bethany Cox, Member Relations Manager at bethanycox@ncfr.org  
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