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Course Description (Catalog) 
 
This course examines public policies that affect families, with an emphasis on working to 
influence policy-makers to consider family impact when enacting laws and regulations. 
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Course Scope 
  

CHFD446 Families and Social Action is divided into 8 weeks and designed to acquaint 
students with a basic understanding of law and policy as they relate to the American family.   
             
                                               

     Table of Contents 
Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:   

1. Apply appropriate terminology, theoretical perspectives, and approaches to an array of 
American family policies. 

2. Compare and contrast historical and current American family policies. 
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3. Demonstrate the ability to use family policy digital resources effectively. 
4. Examine family laws and policies that explicitly and/or implicitly impact families in our society. 
5. Compare U.S. family laws and policies to other countries to better understand U.S. family values 

and the state of American families 
6. Apply knowledge gained from this course to influence a government official regarding a 

controversial family policy. 
 
 

Table of Contents 

Course Delivery Method  

This course delivered via distance learning will enable students to complete academic work in a 
flexible manner, completely online. Assignments include classroom dialogs accomplished in 
groups through threaded Forums, examinations and quizzes, and a course paper. 

Table of Contents 

Course Materials 

The course does not use a textbook.  All materials are open source and provided on the internet. 

Table of Contents 

Evaluation Procedures 

This course requires students to participate in 6 Forums, and complete 3 Assignments. 

 Percent of grade 
Forums (6) 40 
Assignments (3) 60 

Total 100 
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Grading Scale 
 

APUS Grading System 
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/grading   

Table of Contents 

http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/grading
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Course Outline  
 

 Course Objectives Resources Assessments: 
Forums 

Assessments: 
Assignments 

Week 1 
 

1. Apply 
appropriate 
terminology, 
theoretical 
perspectives, and 
approaches to an 
array of American 
family policies. 
 
 

Video:  Family Policy- An 
Introduction 
 
http://www.familyimpactsemin
ars.org/family_policy_lecture.
mov 
 
(Transcript provided in 
Classroom) 

Forum 1 
Tell us the 3 
things you 
learned from 
this video 
that you think 
are most 
important. 

 

Week 2 2. Compare and 
contrast historical 
and current 
American family 
policies. 
 

http://www.dol.gov/wb/ 
http://childandfamilypolicy.duk
e.edu/ 
http://familyinamerica.org/jour
nals/fall-2009/family-america-
retrospective-and-
prospective/#.VGud6cmwWSo 
 

Forum 2  How 
has your 
family 
changed over 
the past 3 
generations 
in regard to 
women’s 
involvement 
in the 
workforce? 
What female 
family 
members 
worked or are 
working 
outside the 
home?  How 
is that 
different 
from the 
workforce 
involvement 
of current 
female family 
members? As 
a result, how 
has childcare 
and 
housework 
changed in 
your family?  
 

 

http://www.familyimpactseminars.org/family_policy_lecture.mov
http://www.familyimpactseminars.org/family_policy_lecture.mov
http://www.familyimpactseminars.org/family_policy_lecture.mov
http://www.dol.gov/wb/
http://childandfamilypolicy.duke.edu/
http://childandfamilypolicy.duke.edu/
http://familyinamerica.org/journals/fall-2009/family-america-retrospective-and-prospective/#.VGud6cmwWSo
http://familyinamerica.org/journals/fall-2009/family-america-retrospective-and-prospective/#.VGud6cmwWSo
http://familyinamerica.org/journals/fall-2009/family-america-retrospective-and-prospective/#.VGud6cmwWSo
http://familyinamerica.org/journals/fall-2009/family-america-retrospective-and-prospective/#.VGud6cmwWSo
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Week 3 3. Demonstrate the 
ability to use family 
policy digital 
resources effectively. 
 

Evaluating Print vs. Internet 
Sources 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu
/owl/resource/553/04/ 
 

Forum 3: WEBSITE CREDIBILITY 
TABLE 

 

Forum 3  Click 
through 10-12 
Internet 
Resources on 
Family Policy 

provided for 
this class.  
Using the 
criteria in the 
article for this 
week’s 
Lesson,   
evaluate 3 of 
the websites 
listed for 
accuracy and 
credibility, 
placing your 
comments in 
the table 
provided. 
Then choose 
a website on 
your own 
that 
illustrates 
poor 
credibility 
and explain 
why you find 
it 
disreputable, 
in the final 
column of the 
table.  Post 
your table in 
the Forum.   

 

Week 4 Examine family laws 
and policies that 
explicitly and/or 
implicitly impact 
families in our 
society. 
 

Use the internet to find your 
own sources for this 
Assignment. 

No Forum 
this week 

Assignment 1 
 
Consider the issue of 
paid 
maternity/paternity 
leave.  How does US 
policy on this issue 
differ from that in 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/04/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/04/


 
 

5 
 

European countries?   
Use only print or 
internet resources 
that meet the 
credibility standards 
we discussed last 
week.  Include a 
WEBSITE CREDIBILITY 
TABLE for the 
resources you used. 
 

Week 5 Examine family laws 
and policies that 
explicitly and/or 
implicitly impact 
families in our 
society. 
 

 Forum 5: 
Choose one 
of the Family 
Policy Issues 
and present a 
debate, 
where YOU 
take both 
sides.  You 
will also use 
this topic as a 
basis for 
Assignment 2.  
In Forum 5, 
tell us what 
topic you’ve 
chosen and 
present 
information 
defending 
one side of 
the debate on 
that topic. 
(For Forum 6 
you will need 
to defend the 
opposite side 
of the 
debate.) 

 

Week 6 4. Compare U.S. family 
laws and policies to 
other countries to 
better understand 
U.S. family values 
and the state of 
American families 
 

 Forum 6 
Consider the 
same topic 
you chose for 
Forum 5, and 
present an 
argument for 
the opposite 
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side.  .  You 
will also use 
this topic as a 
basis for 
Assignment 2.   
 

Week 7 5. Apply knowledge 
gained from this 
course to influence a 
government official 
regarding a 
controversial family 
policy.  

 No Forum this 
week 

 

Assignment 2: 
 Consider the 
topic you addressed in 
Forums 5 and 6. 
 
Write an analysis of the 
topic you’ve chosen, 
addressing: 

1. What the topic 
is 

2. Why you think 
the issue is 
important; 
discuss how 
common the 
problem is, and 
how many 
people it 
affects. 

3. What current 
policies relate to 
this issue 

4. How you’d like 
to see the policy 
change, or what 
policy you’d like 
to see enacted 

5. What agency or 
groups have the 
ability to 
influence the 
establishment 
of this policy? 

 
Week 8 7 Apply knowledge 

gained from this 
course to influence a 
government official 
regarding a 
controversial family 
policy.  

 Forum 8  
What aspects 
of this class 
did you 
especially 
like, and 
which ones 

Assignment 3 
1. Choose a 

specific person 
at the agency or 
group you 
identified in #5, 
above.  
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did you 
dislike?  What 
advice would 
you give 
someone 
taking or 
teaching the 
course next 
month? 
 

 

2.  Decide if a 
letter, email, or 
phone call is the 
most effective 
way to influence 
this person.  On 
what basis did 
you make this 
decision? 

3. Contact the 
person using 
your chosen 
method. 

4. Attach a copy of 
the letter, email, 
or a summary of 
the phone call. 

5. What did you 
learn from this 
experience?  
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Policies 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING 
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/writing-standards/index.htm#Academic_Dishonesty 
 
WRITING POLICY 
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/writing-policy  
 
WRITING STANDARDS 
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/writing-standards    
 
CITATION AND REFERENCE STYLE 
Assignments completed in a narrative essay or composition format must follow APA guidelines. 
This course will require students to use the citation and reference style established by the 
American Psychological Association (APA), in which case students should follow the guidelines 
set forth in Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). (2010). 
Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/writing-standards/index.htm#Academic_Dishonesty
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/writing-policy
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/writing-standards
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Students are expected to submit classroom assignments by the posted due date and to complete 
the course according to the published class schedule.  As adults, students, and working 
professionals I understand you must manage competing demands on your time. Should you need 
additional time to complete an assignment please contact me before the due date so we can 
discuss the situation and determine an acceptable resolution. Routine submission of late 
assignments is unacceptable and may result in points deducted from your final course grade. 
  
COURSE EXTENSIONS 
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/extension  
 
DROP/WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/withdrawal  
 
STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/rights-responsibilities  
 
NETIQUETTE 
Online universities promote the advance of knowledge through positive and constructive debate-
-both inside and outside the classroom. Discussions on the Internet, however, can occasionally 
degenerate into needless insults and “flaming.” Such activity and the loss of good manners are 
not acceptable in a university setting--basic academic rules of good behavior and proper 
“Netiquette” must persist.  Remember that you are in a place for the fun and excitement of 
learning that does not include descent to personal attacks, or student attempts to stifle the 
discussion of others.    
 

• Technology Limitations: While you should feel free to explore the full-range of creative 
composition in your formal papers, keep e-mail layouts simple. The Educator classroom 
may not fully support MIME or HTML encoded messages, which means that bold face, 
italics, underlining, and a variety of color-coding or other visual effects will not translate 
in your e-mail messages.  

• Humor Note: Despite the best of intentions, jokes and--especially--satire can easily get 
lost or taken seriously. If you feel the need for humor, you may wish to add “emoticons” 
to help alert your readers:  ;-),  : ),    

 
DISCLAIMER STATEMENT 
Course content may vary from the outline to meet the needs of this particular group. 
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Academic Services  
 
ONLINE LIBRARY RESEARCH CENTER & LEARNING RESOURCES 
The Online Library Resource Center is available to enrolled students and to faculty from inside 
the electronic campus. This is your starting point for access to online books, subscription 
periodicals, and Web resources that are designed to support your classes and generally not 
available through search engines on the open Web. In addition, the Center provides access to 

http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/extension
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/withdrawal
http://www.apus.edu/student-handbook/rights-responsibilities
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special learning resources, which the University has contracted to assist with your studies. 
Questions can be directed to orc@apus.edu. 
 
Charles Town Library and Inter Library Loan: The University maintains a special library with 
a limited number of supporting volumes, collection of our professors’ publication, and services 
to search and borrow research books and articles from other libraries. 
 
Electronic Books: You can use the online library to uncover and download over 50,000 titles, 
which have been scanned and made available in electronic format. 
 
Electronic Journals: The University provides access to over 12,000 journals, which are 
available in electronic form and only through limited subscription services. 
 
Smarthinking: Students have access to 10 free hours of tutoring service per year through 
Smarthinking. Tutoring is available in the following subjects: math (basic math through 
advanced calculus), science (biology, chemistry, and physics), accounting, statistics, economics, 
Spanish, writing, grammar, and more. Additional information is located in the Online Research 
Center. From the ORC home page, click on either the “Writing Center” or “Tutoring Center” and 
then click “Smarthinking.” All login information is available.  
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