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Introduction

Military environments have been identified as high-risk communities for sexual
assault to occur, at least in part due to the combination of stress (Eekhout, Geuze,
Vermetten, 201 6; Shannon, Bradley, Heckert, 1999) and the high prevalence of al-
cohol use (Fuertes & Hoffman, 2016;Wessely et al., 2007). Historically, the military
is a2 masculine institution that has endorsed cultural attitudes traditionally social-
ized to men (Weitz, 2015), making these environments particularly vulnerable be-
cause rape and sexual assault are especially prevalent in cultures where men’s sex-
ual aggression is not only tolerated but also ignored (Foubert, & Masin, 2012).

Although the Department of Defense has increased knowledge on how to re-
port instances of assault, there has not been an increase in service members doing
so, with both active duty and veteran servicewomen indicating that they are too
embarrassed to report sexual assault because it could detrimentally affect their
career (Mengeling, Booth, Torner, & Sadler, 2014). The present study uses a multiple
-segment factorial vignette to empirically examine the extent to which rape myth
acceptance varies according to four key contextual factors—race, the victim—
perpetrator relationship, resistance strategies, and the decision to report—among
those in embedded within military cultures. Additionally, chi-square tests were
conducted to examine reporting mechanisms used by respondents when they in-
dicated an assault had occurred, depending on respondent gender and hypothet-
ical friendship with either the perpetrator or survivor in the vignette

Participants

A sample of 420 active duty military personnel were recruit-
ed with the assistance of the online sample administrators at
Qualtrics.The age of respondents in the military sample range
from 17 to 61, with a mean age of 29.2.The active duty military
reports that over 40% of active duty members are 25 years or
younger (Department of Defense, 2015) making the present
sample slightly older.The majority of respondents were White
(66.2%) and male (59.0%). Respondents’ appear to be more edu-
cated than what is typically found in the active duty population
(Department of Defense, 2015) in that more respondents in our
sample obtained a college degree or higher (32.2%) whereas
others only completed a high school diploma or GED (22.1%).
The most common religious affiliation was Mainline Protestant

(24.5%). Many respondents were either not at all religious
(34.8%) or somewhat religious (30.5%).

Desigh & Procedures

The multiple-segment factorial vignette approach is particu-
larly useful for assessing how respondents’ judgments, attitudes,
beliefs, or opinions change (a) across vignette segments within

respondents as the story evolves or more information is re-
vealed, and (b) within vignette segments across respondents ac-
cording to the randomly manipulated variables (Ganong & Cole-
man, 2006). The two-segment vignette designed for this study
described a fictional situation where an assault occurred. The vi-
gnette consisted of two segments, or paragraphs, followed by a
series of questions. Respondents were randomly presented a
version of the vignette that varied according to the manipulation
of five independent design variables embedded within the vi-
gnette: (a) race of the victim, (b) race of the perpetrator, (c) vic-
tim—perpetrator relationships, (d) resistance strategies, and (e)
the decision to report.

Segment |. The first segment indicates that the victim is
experiencing unwanted sexual contact or behavior without her
explicit consent. This segment randomly manipulated the rela-
tionship between the victim and perpetrator, the race of both
the victim and the perpetrator; and the victim’s resistance strat-
egy. Specifically, respondents will read the following (the ran-
domly manipulated independent variables are italicized):

Anthony [pictorially depicted as a Black/White male] and Eri-

ca [pictorially depicted as a Black/White female] are married/

Method

friends/strangers/dating and are at a mutual friend’s house par-

ty, having a good time. After having some drinks together, Eri-

ca ends up in a bedroom and passes out on the bed because
she is drunk.Anthony finds Erica on the bed and has sexual
intercourse with her, during which Erica wakes up and kicks

Anthony/runs away from Anthonylyells at Anthony/pleads with An-

thony to stop.

After reading the scenario, participants were asked three
close-ended questions: (1) “Do you think Erica has or has not
been raped?” (2) “Do you think Erica is not at all responsible,
somewhat responsible, mostly responsible, or completely responsible
for this experience?”’ and (3) “Do you think Erica should or
should not tell anybody about her experience?!” Then participants
were asked to briefly explain their answers to these questions in
their own words. Participants who selected that Erica has been
raped were then asked to identify what reporting mechanism
they would utilize to report Erica’s experience depending on if
they were friends with Anthony or Erica.

Segment 2. The second vignette segment indicates wheth-
er the victim decided to report the rape to the police, a friend,
or not at all. Specifically, respondents will read:

After Erica gets home the following morning, she is visibly

distraught about her experience the night before. Jill decides

to report her experience to the police/tell a friend about her ex-

perience/tell no one about her experience.

After reading this, respondents were asked the same ques-
tions again: (1) “Do you think Erica has or has not been
raped?” (2) “Do you think Erica is not at all responsible, somewhat
responsible, mostly responsible, or completely responsible for this ex-
perience?!” and (3) “Do you think Erica should or should not have
told anybody about her experience?”’ Then, participants were
asked to briefly explain their answers to these questions in their
own words.

Analytic Approach

The vignette. The three closed-ended questions—whether
Erica was raped or not, whether Erica has any responsibility for
the experience, and whether Erica should report the experience
or not—served as the dependent variables. The question focused
on Erica’s degree of responsibility for the experience was col-
lapsed from the four response options into a binary variable of
not at all responsible and at least some responsibility because there

was low variability in responses for this particular question. In
fact, preliminary descriptive analyses indicated low variability in
responses for each of the closed-ended questions except for
the question assessing the amount of responsibility placed upon
Erica. Thus, two binary logistic regression models were tested to
predict whether Erica was responsible for her experience or
not based on the independent design variables and respondent
characteristics (see Tables | & 2).As displayed in Table 3, chi-
square tests were conducted to examine responses for report-
ing depending on respondent gender and hypothetical friendship
with either character in the vignette.

Open-ended rationales. Respondents’ open-ended ra-
tionales for responses following the closed-ended questions
were coded inductively, meaning the codes emerged from the
responses provided by respondents (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005).
The unit of analysis was a single rationale. One-third of open-
ended data were coded by a second coder to assess inter-rater
reliability, which resulted in a considerable amount of agreement
(k = .83) between the two coders; this amount of agreement
was classified as almost perfect by Landis and Koch (1977) and as
excellent by Fleiss (1981).
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