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Black White Marriages Increased Rapidly Since 1980s, Study 
Finds  
New Immigration Increases Marriage Outside of Racial Boundaries 

A new study of interracial marriages in the United States since the 1980s suggests that the racial 
boundary between blacks and whites continues to break down, but is not yet close to disappearing. 
The study, published in the Journal of Marriage and Family, reveals that marriages between black 
and white populations has continued to increase while Latin and Hispanic Americans have turned to 
marrying their racial compatriots from newly arrived immigrant populations. 
 
Marriages between African Americans and whites increased rapidly between 1980 and 2008, 
outpacing the rate of unions between whites and other ethnic and racial groups, including Latinos, 
Asian Americans and American Indians. However, the total number of marriages between blacks 
and whites continues to be much smaller than those between whites and other racial and ethnic 
groups. 
 
“The number of marriages between whites and African Americans is undeniably increasing rapidly, 
but it is still a small number,” said Zhenchao Qian, lead author of the study and professor of 
sociology at Ohio State University. “Our results point to better race relations in 2008 than 1980, but 
we still have a way to go. The racial boundary is blurred, but it is still there.” 
 
In 1980, only 5 percent of black men married a white woman, but that increased to 14 percent in 
2008.  Still, by comparison, 38 percent of Asian American men and Hispanic men married a white 
woman in 2008. 
 
The study uses data from the 2008 American Community Survey, an ongoing survey of American 
households conducted by the U.S. Census bureau.  The survey includes about 3 million people a 
year.  The researchers also use data from the 1980 U.S. census. 
 
“Understanding changes in interracial marriages is complex because it involves two different 
factors,” said Qian, “the marriage market of who is available to marry and also individuals’ choices 
about who they would be willing to marry.” 
 
Overall, while marriages between blacks and whites showed large increases between 1980 and 
2008, there was only a slight increase in marriages between whites and Hispanics while the results 
showed that marriages between U.S. born and foreign born Asians and Hispanics increased rapidly 
between 2000 and 2008. 
 
This is due to the increase in immigration of Hispanics and Asians into the United States resulting in 
a larger pool of potential marriage partners from their own racial and ethnic groups.  
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“With the enormous growth of the immigrant population, Asians and Hispanics now have more 
opportunities than ever to find a marital partner who shares the same cultural background.  Such 
marriages reinforce their cultural identity,” said co-author Dr Daniel Lichter from Cornell University. 

 
“It used to be that race trumped everything, including education, when it came to marriage between 
blacks and whites; that is changing,” concluded Qian “For the first time, we found that highly 
educated blacks and whites were more likely to intermarry.  That is very significant and is another 
sign that racial boundaries are blurring.” 
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Scholarlynews@wiley.com or +44 (0) 1243 770 375. 
 
Full Citation: 
Qian. Z, Lichter. D, “Changing Patterns of Interracial Marriage in a Multiracial Society”, Journal of 
Marriage and Family, October 2011, DOI: 10.1111/j.1741-3737.2011.00866.x 
 
Paper URL:  http://doi.wiley.com/10.1111/j.1741-3737.2011.00866.x 
 
Author Contact: 
Dr Zhenchao Qian can be contacted via Jeff Grabmeier, (614) 292-8457; Grabmeier.1@osu.edu. 
Jeff Grabmeier is the original author of this release, which has been distributed by Wiley-Blackwell. 

 

About the Journal 
For more than 70 years, Journal of Marriage and Family (JMF) has been a leading research journal in the 
family field. JMF features original research and theory, research interpretation and reviews, and critical 
discussion concerning all aspects of marriage, other forms of close relationships, and families. Journal of 
Marriage and Family (JMF) is published by the National Council on Family Relations. The National 
Council on Family Relations, founded in 1938, is the oldest, multi-disciplinary non-partisan professional 
organization focused solely on family research, practice and education.  

Journal URL: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-3737 

About Wiley-Blackwell:  
Wiley-Blackwell is the international scientific, technical, medical, and scholarly publishing business of 
John Wiley & Sons, with strengths in every major academic and professional field and partnerships with 
many of the world’s leading societies. Wiley-Blackwell publishes nearly 1,500 peer-reviewed journals and 
1,500+ new books annually in print and online, as well as databases, major reference works and 
laboratory protocols. For more information, please visit www.wileyblackwell.com or our new online 
platform, Wiley Online Library (wileyonlinelibrary.com), one of the world’s most extensive multidisciplinary 
collections of online resources, covering life, health, social and physical sciences, and humanities. 

Unsubscribe: If you would rather not receive messages from Wiley-Blackwell in this subject area, please 
email Scholarlynews@wiley.com. 
 

 
 

 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-3737
mailto:Scholarlynews@wiley.com
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-3737
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-3737
http://doi.wiley.com/10.1111/j.1741-3737.2011.00866.x
mailto:Grabmeier.1@osu.edu
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118493332/home
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=10361129&m=41364&u=973648
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=10361129&m=41364&u=973649
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1741-3737
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=18079214&m=44272&u=1068661&t=1
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=18079214&m=44272&u=1068662&t=1
mailto:Scholarlynews@wiley.com

