
AI/NA/IP Focus Group Meeting, Friday, Nov. 5th, 5:00-6:00 p.m. Central 
 
Steve Gavazzi, Chair; Hilary Rose, Note Taker    
 
--13 people in attendance including Debra Berke, 2022 Program Chair, and three NCFR staff 
members (Cindy Winter, Judy Schutz, Jennifer Crosswhite) 
 
 
--to open the meeting, several members offered land acknowledgements at the suggestion of 
Janis Henderson (e.g., Janis Henderson, TX; Shawn Mendez, NC; Sarah Allen, UT; Hilary Rose, QC; 
Barbara Settles, DE; Steve Gavazzi, OH) 
 
--Steve voiced the opinion that we are hoping that NCFR will create a land acknowledgment, not 
only for the annual conference location, but also for the headquarters, and ultimately for all (?) 
the members?  (International, too?) [I may be extrapolating here; HR] 
 
--Steve also voiced what I think and hope will be one of our guiding beliefs* in this Focus Group:  
that yes, we need to focus not only on past injustices, but also attend to present realities, and 
embrace future collaborations with Indigenous groups/tribes/nations, etc.  
 
--[inherent in Steve’s comment is another one of our guiding beliefs?:  that we are primarily 
motivated by social justice concerns for North America’s first peoples (i.e., prior to colonization 
by Europeans) and the implications of colonization for Indigenous peoples] 
 
--Steve went on to say (later echoed by Shawn Mendez?) that what is needed is work with local 
Indigenous communities to get accurate perspectives on, for example, land acknowledgements.  
Another guiding belief?  “Nothing about us without us?”  [Extrapolating again, sorry; HR] 
 
--Barb Settles asked if any of our NCFR members are actually situated on tribal lands (reserves? 
reservations?).  Steve Gavazzi pointed out that all but 9 American states have federally and state 
recognized tribes/reservations within their borders [all 13 Canadian jurisdictions do as well]. 
 
--Hilary Rose spoke about the Kairos Blanket Exercise; there is an interest in holding a Blanket 
Exercise at the next face-to-face conference in 2022 when Deb Berke is the Program Chair.  Janis 
Henderson, Sarah Allen, and Shawn Mendez will work with Hilary to get more information.     
 
--For example, Shawn Mendez said that we should consider reaching out to like-minded 
sections—who have funding—and others to invite them to co-sponsor a special session of the 
Blanket Exercise.  Some of these might include REDF, FFS [EE?] as well as the IDC.    
 
--There was discussion about how long to schedule a Blanket Exercise for.  Sarah Allen recently 
did the on-line version that took three hours; we wonder if a face-to-face version would be 
shorter?  Perhaps two hours (to better fit the conference schedule)? 
 
--Cindy Winter, as the conference consultant, reminded us to put together an official proposal for 
a Special Session at the conference as outlined by the Call for Proposals and in time for the March 
1, 2022 conference proposal deadline.  Call for proposals not out yet?    
 



--Steve mentioned that, as a focus group, we are required to complete a Work Plan for the coming 
year (including asking for a meeting time at the next conference in 2022).  He suggests that our 
work plan includes land acknowledgement(s), the Blanket Exercise, and a paper symposium.     
 
--Steve elaborated on the idea of a paper symposium by saying that a research-based symposium 
could attract NCFR members who might be less interested in an experiential session such as the 
Blanket Exercise.  Furthermore, a symposium could potentially evolve into a special issue? 
 
--Other items that we briefly discussed included ideas about increasing the visibility of our group 
within NCFR, and within our communities.  Extension, for example (like at Ohio State, Montana 
State), would be a natural place to reach out to academic, community, and tribal colleagues  
 
--Moving forward, we need to be careful about our assumptions and our use of terminology in 
order to be respectful and to create safe inclusive spaces with the goal of encouraging others to 
join us as we try to increase the visibility of Indigenous peoples and issues in NCFR  
 
 
 
*  Apologies, I have gone beyond the content of our discussion and perhaps even the intent of it.  
What follows is merely a DRAFT.  But it seems to me that soon, as a new Focus Group, we should 
begin to articulate our group’s fundamental guiding beliefs (terminology?).  Sorry I didn’t think of 
this in time to voice it yesterday and get it on the work plan for the coming year.  But as I think 
about what came out of yesterday’s meeting (and what has come out of the previous meetings we 
have had), I think it is safe to say that we most likely agree with and attempt to adhere to the 
following (the first three are mentioned above; the last two are of course up for discussion): 
 
 

1. The creation of this Focus Group was motivated primarily by a sense of social justice for 
Indigenous peoples in North America (and beyond?); 

2. Indigenous peoples exist not only in the past, but also in the present and the future—we 
recognize that Indigenous peoples are not simply relics of history; 

3. We believe in “nothing about us, without us,” and the Focus Group will make every 
attempt to be inclusive of diverse Indigenous voices, epistemologies, and knowledges;  

4. We recognize the enormous diversity that exists among and between Indigenous tribes 
and nations with over 1000 different recognized groups in North America alone; 

5. We ascribe to the principles of truth and reconciliation as articulated in Canada, for 
example, and in the State of Maine in the US: 
https://www.mainewabanakireach.org/truth_reconciliation 

 
 
 
Action Steps: 
 

1. Steve will compete the Work Plan and circulate it among the group; 
2. Janis, Sarah, Shawn, and Hilary will meet about the Blanket Exercise; 
3. Steve and … [Hilary?] will work on developing a paper symposium?  


