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I. Introductions 
 
a.  The following individuals attended the meeting in person. 
Name Affiliation Areas of Interest 
1. Rachel Farr (Chaired the 

meeting) University of Kentucky 
LGBTQ+ families, adoption 

2. Cheryl Fortner (Recorded 
minutes)  Winthrop University - 

Psychology & McNair 

Attachment, family law & policy, family 
formation through adopting/fostering, 
research 

3. Krystal Cashen Ohio Wesleyan 
University 

Emerging adulthood, LGBTQ+ parent 
adoption, openness, identity 

4. Madi Diomede University of Kentucky  LGBTQ+ parents; LGBTQ+ youth  
5. Heidi Hackney LSU Adoptive parent transracial  
6. Brinkley Collier ECU  
7. Emily Lapidus 

University of Kentucky 

LGBTQ+ parents, adoptive siblings, 
birth family contact, conversations 
surrounding adoption, policy 
implications on marginalized sexuality & 
gender identity individuals 

8. Diana Lang Iowa Department of 
Corrections and Iowans 
For Adoption  

Adoption, foster care promotion and 
education; trauma informed practices 

9. Ana Mireya Diaz 

University of Minnesota 

Educational supports for youth in OHC, 
OHC in Central America, adverse 
childhood experiences, parental mental 
illness 

10. Katie Hrapczynski 
Towson University  

Transracial adoption; transition to 
adoptive parenthood 

11. Kay Simon University of Minnesota  LGBTQ pathways to parenthood  
12. Payton Marr University of Central 

Oklahoma Child Welfare, TBRI 
13. Annika Muir University of Central 

Oklahoma 
TBRI, ACES(prevention and 
intervention) 

14. Peyton Miller University of Central 
Oklahoma TBRI, transracial adoption  

15. Samantha Tornello 

Penn State 

LGBTQ+ parenting (particularly 
trans and nonbinary), adoption, 
international contexts 

 
The following individuals were unable to attend the Focus Group meeting in person, but 

completed the AFC Focus Group engagement form at https://tinyurl.com/AFC22NCFR 
1. Jody Johnston Pawel 

https://whova.com/portal/webapp/annua7_202104/Agenda/1811008
https://tinyurl.com/AFC22NCFR


2. Martie Gillen 
3. Bethany Willis Hepp 
4. Morgan Cooley 
5. Dana Poynter 
6. Kelly Munly 

  
b. Emails; already on or would like to be added to our focus group discussion board? 

 
Sam Tornello and Brinkley Collier (brinkleycollier@gmail.com) want to be added to the AFC Focus 
Group Discussion Board.  
 

II. NCFR 2022 Perceptions: Here are attendee responses to the question “How do you feel 
about this year and how it is going?”  

 
• Incredible conference (1st time) and sheds the light on the things I’m seeing, problems in 

my areas, good to see other people working on this - intersection of research and practice 
• Wonderful first conference and the adoption session  
• For those looking for more on Adoption research, look into the Rudd Adoption Research 

Institute $600 (SARI) at U Mass Amherst, run by adoption scholars (Dr. Hal Grotevant, 
etc.) many of whom are adopted persons; ICAR is another option usually every 2 years 
(there is some planning for the next, stay tuned for more info) 

• Starting off the conference with Adoption was wonderful, but haven’t seen any adoption-
related posters 

• The foster care poster grouping (Brinkley is presenting one of them, noon to 1 pm 316E, 
look for the purple ECU). 

• There was surprise surprised that there isn’t much about children who come in contact with 
CPS, especially given transphobic sentiments we’ve seen, anti-LGBT policies in the last 2-3 
years and we already know LGBTQ+ children are already overrepresented in CPS/Foster 
care 

• Rachel connects points about overturning Roe V. Wade with Krystal’s research  
• Rachel describes and Emily shares (via Whova) share an article by Madden on Adoption in 

a post-Roe reality 
 
 
III.  The following are responses to the prompt “Discuss areas of interest 

among attendees and what attendees would like to see with regards to topics of AFC at next 
NCFR conference (and related to 2023 theme), including discussion of ‘hot topics in 
adoption and foster care.’”  

 
• Increase Hybrid options - increase accessibility - some folks have to leave early (e.g., 

students on a school trip have to leave early and will miss sessions of great interest that 
aren’t being streamed) 
 

NCFR 2023 Theme: "The Way We Are Now: Families & Communities in the Post-Pandemic 
Era" in Orlando, FL 

mailto:brinkleycollier@gmail.com


• Dream big: children weren’t talked about so much in this conference, would like to see more 
children represented 

• Play therapy and attachment 
• More positive emphasis, there’s a great emphasis on problems, more about education of 

children, different sides than trauma. Children are an important part of families. (Rachel 
mentions SRCD as a conference with more emphasis on children and that they had a special 
meeting on play.) 

• We try to discuss strengths-based approaches at NCFR, perhaps the theme of “Shedding 
light” encouraged this a more deficit approach 

• The “China virus” discussion could tie into the NCFR 2023 theme: Asian children post 
pandemic, Prior to the pandemic one attendee’s daughter was proud of her identity but the 
“China virus” speech led her to become ashamed, also anything around deprivation for 
children like her daughter, e.g. the powerful support of her daughter’s transracial adoptee 
therapy group (this attendee shared the following resource 20 Things Adoptees Wish Their 
Parents Knew by Sheri Aldridge, an adopted person) 

• It is important to recognize the impact of everyday interactions and behaviors 
 

IV. Brainstorm ideas for organizing joint symposia / conference proposals for 2023 (with lots 
of opportunity to be involved and/or take leading roles!) 

  
The following attendees indicated potential AFC topics and/or collaborations for NCFR 2023. 

 
• Ana Miyera - kinship caregivers, ICWA, Foster Care in international contexts  
• Emily: Would love to do something on how adopted children describe their family, 

particularly families with multiple adopted children in a family - collect data from outside of 
private adoption (in response to a clarifying question, Emily specifies - In a dream situation 
- from different birth families)  

• Kay: there is not a lot on racial ethnic socialization in adopted families – might be able to 
collaborate with a colleague at U Minn - something to spotlight in transracial socialization 
translate pretty well  

• Katie: went to a session how white parents talk to their white children about race, how 
fascinating it would be to see how white parents talk to their transracially adopted children 
about race  

• Krystal - IVF and reproductive technology need more attention 
• Sam - LGBT, socialization in adoptive families, racial and other identities, LGBT during the 

pandemic with collaborators in Italy - a parents study in the US, Italy, Belgium, France, 
Netherlands, UK - with the Same survey a lot about wellbeing from the parent and child 
perspectives 

 
Additional discussion includes 

• A mention of Abbie Goldberg’s recently published article that appears to be open access 
• Upcoming TBRI training   
• A question from Rachel: Are there things about Foster care internationally?  
• Planning now may allow us to prepare proposals for NCFR 2024 Conference in 

Bellevue, Washington  



 
 

  
IV. Publishing and dissemination our research / practice in AFC 
a. Some folks are working to publish results from symposia our focus group has organized and 

presented at NCFR conferences 
b. Consider submitting to TCRM 2023 (Bethany Willis Hepp is Chairing) or TCRM 2024 

  
V. Networking and open discussion – We included this as our last agenda item, but meeting 

participants addressed all three of these items during our discussions of the preceding talking 
points.  

a. News items related to AFC, “what’s on the horizon” in our field 
b. Announcements of AFC-related conferences/events that attendees might have interest in 
c. Sharing of other relevant resources related to AFC including articles and books 

 


