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1. What were your focus groups major activities or accomplishments this year? 
 
At our last focus group meeting (2021), our group brainstormed/discussed ways to successfully recruit and enroll 
students with diverse backgrounds. We shared various department policies and practices. 
We also discussed how to be aware of the mental health of our graduate students and what practices we all do at our 
various academic institutions  
We reaffirmed that our focus group could be a starting point for providing these academic members an opportunity to 
discuss, learn and share successful teaching, mentoring or program strategies with all of us.  While we didn’t plan a 
graduate education symposium for 2022 - at our upcoming 2022 focus group meeting, we plan to discuss what might 
be an appropriate graduate education topic for an official proposal for the 2023 conference to be entitled: Innovative 
Graduate Education: Rethinking and Reexamining How We Train Future Family Scientists in 2025 and Beyond 
 

2. What has your focus group done during the past year to further NCFR’s 
inclusion and diversity initiatives? 

 
In our focus group discussion regarding graduate admissions practices, we explicitly discussed how to include the best 
admission practices and policies that will generate inclusive and diverse application pools. It was helpful to hear how 
other universities are focusing on social justice in their application process as well as focusing on better preparing and 
training our students as social justice activists and changers within their communities. We plan to follow up in our 2022 
Focus Group Meeting to see if changes were made in any application review processes and if those changes were 
viewed as successful steps to inclusion and diversity. 
 

3. Please list any concerns, questions or suggestions. 
 
None at this time. We appreciate the ability to meet each year at NCFR. 
 

 


