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Session hosted by Kayla Reed-Fitzke and Christine McCall. 28 members attended 
the meeting. 



1. 2023 Focus Group Awards

2. Member Announcements

3. Military Family Scientists in Alt-Ac Positions: Advice for Students and 

Faculty

4. Looking Ahead

Agenda



Outstanding Student and New Professional Proposal 
Award - 2023

Dr. Brian McKay

“Assessing Individual Well-Being and Unit Cohesion in 
Connection to Military Service Members’ Retention 
Intentions”

Dr. Brian McKay is a Scientific Data Specialist in the Department of Human 
Development and Family Science at the University of Georgia. Dr. McKay’s 
research is focused on advancing the understanding and treatment of 
infectious diseases. Today Dr. McKay is receiving an award for his work 
entitled, “Assessing Individual Well-Being and Unit Cohesion in Connection to 
Military Service Members’ Retention Intentions”





Dr. Deirdre Quinn

“Changes in Unhealthy Alcohol Use Prior to and During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic Among Women Veterans of 

Reproductive Age”

Outstanding Professional Proposal Award - 2023

Dr. Deirdre Quinn is a Core Investigator at the VA’s Center For Health Equity 
Research and Promotion and Adjunct Instructor of Medicine in the Division of 
Internal Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Quinn researches 
individual, relational, and structural influences on women's sexual and 
reproductive health. Today Dr. Quinn is receiving an award for her work 
entitled “Changes in Unhealthy Alcohol Use Prior to and During the COVID-19 
Pandemic Among Women Veterans of Reproductive Age”





Thank you, Military REACH!

Shared the link to the NCFR Flyer: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AbhlM_T8k1-KmfLfbk3TZwMXQG332qKH/view?usp=
drive_link

Military REACH is focused on bridging the gap between research and practice 
to provide high-quality support to military families. They create TRANSLATING 
RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE (TRIP) REPORT. Visit their website monthly 
newsletters



Highlight: Special Session 

Liz Coppola presented about the upcoming special section at the NCFR conference. 



Member 
Announcements 

Have good news? 

Looking for collaborations or 

suggestions?

Hiring or recruiting?

Members shared updates about an upcoming textbook and shared open job postings. 



Dr. Meredith Farnsworth, Prevention Evaluation Specialist
Integrated Prevention Advisory Group

U.S. Army Reserve Command, G-1

Services and Support Division

meredith.l.farnsworth.civ@army.mil

Dr. Elizabeth Coppola, Biomedical Informatics and Data Science Postdoctoral Fellow
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Yale School of Medicine
elizabeth.coppola@yale.edu

Dr. Christine McCall, Senior Scientist 
Military Workplace Climate Research, Fors Marsh 
Health & Resilience Research Division, Office of People Analytics
cmccall@forsmarsh.com

Military Family Scientists in Alt-Ac Positions: 
Advice for Students and Faculty

We asked speakers to touch on what they do and for what organization, how they 
found their position, what the interview process was like, what advice they have for 
students, and what advice they have for faculty supporting students who might be 
interested in research positions outside of academia 

mailto:elizabeth.coppola@yale.edu
mailto:cmccall@forsmarsh.com


Liz Coppola presented about her professional experiences. 







Christine McCall presented about her professional experiences. 





Dr. Meredith Farnsworth, Prevention Evaluation Specialist
Integrated Prevention Advisory Group

U.S. Army Reserve Command, G-1

Services and Support Division

meredith.l.farnsworth.civ@army.mil

Meredith Farnsworth presented about her professional experiences. 



Dr. Meredith Farnsworth, Prevention Evaluation Specialist
Integrated Prevention Advisory Group

U.S. Army Reserve Command, G-1

Services and Support Division

meredith.l.farnsworth.civ@army.mil

Dr. Elizabeth Coppola, Biomedical Informatics and Data Science Postdoctoral Fellow
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Yale School of Medicine
elizabeth.coppola@yale.edu

Dr. Christine McCall, Senior Scientist 
Military Workplace Climate Research, Fors Marsh 
Health & Resilience Research Division, Office of People Analytics
cmccall@forsmarsh.com

Q & A with our Panelists

Panelists answered questions from members.

mailto:elizabeth.coppola@yale.edu
mailto:cmccall@forsmarsh.com


Looking Ahead

Any questions, concerns, or feedback for Focus Group leadership? 
 
Looking for new Communication Specialist

Any ideas for our session at the 2024 conference?  

No questions or concerns or feedback for Focus Groups leadership. 


