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Minutes 
 
 
Chair Lawrence Shelton welcomed those gathered and previewed the agenda. 
Sharon Powell offered to take notes. 
Attendees introduced themselves.  Many different research interests and experience levels 

were represented. 
Mindy Markham described the Divorce Education Assessment Consortium project [DEAC] and 

provided handouts. 
Mindy also invited people to submit proposals for the special issue of Family Court Review she 

and Anthony Ferraro are editing. 
Larry mentioned the project David Schramm spearheaded that developed a resource that 

allowed people to compare projects among states and choose program content that 
worked best for their needs.  The DEAC effort allows assessment tailored to the specific 
program content and goals. 

Anthony gave a brief summary of his and Mindy’s presentation earlier in the conference, based 
on an assessment DEAC conducted with the Bridging Parental Conflict program in 
Minneapolis. 

Other highlights: 
Minnesota is in the middle of a revision of the Parents Forever curriculum.  Larry mentioned 

their Incarcerated parents project.  Ellie & Sharon discussed their webinar series and invited 
people to contact them if they wished to access the videos of the presentations. 

Someone asked if there are any data sets that include couples who are high conflict.  The 
Fragile Families project was suggested as a possibility. 

Larry mentioned that programs for high conflict couples are greatly desired by courts and it 
would be helpful if we had more information about this audience, 

Mindy was asked if their assessments include information about the children.  DEAC only has 
information provided by the parents, and none of their data so far are longitudinal, though 
that will change in the future. 

Larry suggested looking for information in the Journal of Divorce and Remarriage. 
Andy asked for suggestions for developing a train the trainer project for parents he’d like to 

start with funding from the Duke Endowment Fund.  He needs suggestions for community 
agencies he could partner with to identify participants.  Ellie suggested identifying his 
intended audience and how classes will be structured to make them do-able for families.   
Court managers might be able to give him suggestions.  Anthony wondered if he might be 
able to partner with an ongoing program.  Larry suggested checking with the mediators 
organization and the North Carolina Association for the Education of Young Children.  They 



might identify EC education programs that could suggest children who are having 
difficulties, and refer parents to him. 

Larry highlighted the focus group website and his hope to increase members’ use of it. 
One of our tasks is to develop a work plan for the coming year.  He listed some of his concerns 

and invited members and visitors to consider several tasks for us to concentrate on this 
year: 

 1. Identifying members interested in sharing or taking on the role of chair; 
 2. Developing guidance for courts to use in selecting programs for parents, and what they 

should avoid doing; 
 3.  Discussion of screening methods for courts to determine what programs to refer 

particular kinds of parents to. 
Anthony encouraged developing submissions in the area of Family Policy for the 2023 NCFR 

Conference.  Mindy suggested submitting a symposium presentation on policy issues in 
divorce education. 

 
Larry will submit the minutes and the list of attendees to NCFR, and try to engage members 

through the discussion site. 
 
Submitted as edited by Larry, with gratitude to Sharon. 
 
Lawrence G. Shelton, Chair 
 
 

 

Attendees: 
 
Andrew Brimhall   brimhalla@ecu.edu 
Jin Yao Kwan    jinyao.kwan@du.edu 
Francisca Lawson Tefferie  Franciscatlawson1@gmail.com    Kansas State Univ. 
Sung Hee Hong   sh.hong@snu.ac.kr 
Maya Carter    mayalc2@illinois.edu  
Dorothy Weishaar   dorothy@onlineparentingprograms.com 
Mindy Markham   mmarkham@ksu.edu 
Anthony Ferraro   aferraro@ksu.edu 
Ellie McCann, U. of Minn Extension mccan023@umn.edu 
Sharon Powell, UM Extension  spowell@umn.edu 
Lawrence Shelton   lshelton@uvm.edu 
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